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Contain Yourself:

From Dave’s Desk

A Foolproof Solution to Getting Organized

Why is getting organized so much
fun? Well, I should rephrase that.
Getting organized is a lot of work,
but BEING organized is fun.
Michelle and I recently went to
the Container Store in St. Louis.
Who would think there is a whole
store with nothing but containers
for storing things? And it’s fun to
look around in there! There are
three truths about organization:
We like to be organized.
We usually don’t get
organized on our own.
When we do get organized,
it doesn’t take us long to slip
back into disorganization.

You’ll be glad to hear that at the
Edwards Group, we have
discovered a foolproof method for
organizing your financial life, and
keeping it that way. Let us help
you! There is no doubt that estate
planning, as well as peace of
mind and happy relationships,
rest on good financial decisions
and organization. Here are some
of the ways we help clients in our
Dynasty membership program:
Store Documents We keep copies
of deeds, bank statements,
insurance policies, and other
important documents for our
reference and yours. You’ll
always know right where your
most important documents are
right when you need them.
Identify Problems We help clients
identify unseen problems (or
opportunities) in their financial
life. The best estate plan will be
worthless if the assets are not
there to pass on because of poor
investments, needless taxes or
loss to creditors.
(continued on pg. 2)

Yes I do! I write all of my
own newsletters (with Elisa’s
editing help). Helping you
and your family leave a
legacy is a very personal
thing. You should work with
an attorney you can trust. I
share myself with you now,
knowing that you will be
sharing your life with me
later when you or your family
needs my help. Some
businesses use
pre-packaged
stories written
by a faceless
stranger.
Not here. I
have the
best job
in the
world
and I never get
tired of writing about
it. Estate planning deals with
everything you own and
everyone you care about – so
what could be more important
than that? Thanks for all the
notes and encouragement
saying that you enjoy the
newsletter. I’ll keep writing,
if you keep reading!

FROM OUR EXCLUSIVE REPORT: “NAMING A GUARDIAN FOR YOUR KIDS”

Fact #11 – Drop the “all done”
mindset and start the “journey”
mindset. Being a mom or dad is a daily
thing. You don’t ever get “done.” And
estate planning is the same way. There’s
no such thing as being all done with your
estate plan, until you’re gone. As long as
you continue on the journey of
!

parenthood, you are on the estate-planning
journey as well. To make sure your children
are protected and given the best chance to
succeed, let us help you on the journey of
always keeping your plan up to date.

Download the entire report at
www.11ThingsParentsShouldKnow.com.
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CONTAIN YOURSELF "CONTINUED"

Summary Reports If something
happened to you today, how easy
would it be for your family to
make a list of all your assets? We
help clients maintain an updated
Asset Review Report so their
information is always easy to
access.

Check-up How do you know
whether each of your assets
(house, IRA, annuity, investments,
business or farm) is properly
coordinated with your legal plan?
Clients send us information on
new assets, and we double check
to make sure it fits with their plan.
If it doesn’t, we help make it right.

Objective Advice I don’t invest
assets for clients or sell financial
products, but I do see firsthand the
work of dozens of financial
advisors. I also see the results of
our “do it yourself” clients. I am
always glad to give feedback on
Reminders Asset titling and
my client’s financial or business
beneficiary designations may seem decisions, and my bachelor’s
boring, but they are key to making degree in finance helps me do just
an estate plan work properly. We
that when it’s necessary. Often, I
regularly remind and teach our
support the good advice coming
clients what to look for in
from the financial advisor, and
coordinating their assets.

help the client understand how it
fits into the bigger picture. Once in
a while, I protect a client who is
being threatened by poor service or
advice from another professional.

Call us to RSVP for a
Truth about Estate
Planning Workshop or set
an appointment at

(217) 726-9200.

DAVE’S FLASHBACKS... EXPERIENCES THAT FORMED DAVE AND PREPARED HIM TO PROTECT YOUR LEGACY

After graduating from the
University of Illinois
College of Law in 1995,
Dave served one year as
a law clerk for Justice
James Heiple of the
Illinois Supreme Court.
The Illinois Supreme
Court is the top-level
court in Illinois. Trial
courts, at the bottom
level, make initial decisions, sometimes with the
help of a jury. An appellate court, which is the
second level and made up of three judges, reviews
trial court decisions for errors. At the third level, a
party can ask to appeal to the Illinois Supreme
Court. Those seven judges review the written

court transcripts and consider written arguments
by the attorneys, and then hear an “oral argument”
which is a short (20-30 minute) presentation by
each side’s attorney, where the judges can ask
questions.
A law clerk is a licensed attorney, often a recent
graduate, who helps a judge research and write
case opinions. These case opinions are then
published for review by lawyers arguing future
cases. Some of the decisions that Dave helped
write are still used today. For example, Connick v.
Suzuki Motor Co. was a class action lawsuit
dealing with roll over accidents in the Suzuki
Samurai SUV. Since the decision was published in
1996, it has been referred to in 376 other court
cases.

SHARE YOUR HOLIDAY TRADITIONS!

What does your family do for Christmas and New Year’s Eve that’s special? Share with us
and we may include it in a future newsletter. What kinds of food do you eat? How do you
give your presents? What traditions did you get from your parents and continued with your
own kids? Email your traditions to lynn@edwardsgroupllc.com.
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THOUGHTS ON PARENTING BY ELISA COTTRELL
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GREATEST HUMAN FEAR CONQUERED
Well, there’s always a few butterflies, but I do find myself doing a lot of public speaking these days to other
professionals, community groups, and regular people interested in protecting their families through effective
estate planning. I have recently spoken or will be speaking at some of the following groups: Sangamon Valley
Estate Planning Council; Central Illinois Estate Planning Council; rotary clubs in Springfield (three of them)
and Petersburg; monthly financial advisor lunches at Edwards Group (on topics such as disability, estate
taxes, and asset protection); and at least three “Truth About Estate Planning” workshops per month at our
office. If you ever need a speaker for your group, feel free to contact Lynn. I’d love to share with your group!
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What Type of Legacy Will You Leave?
What some of our clients have said about the Truth About Estate
Planning Workshops:
“...1 1/2 hours isn’t long enough!”

Upcoming
Truth About Estate
Planning Workshops
Thursday,
December 3 at 9 a.m.

“...a helpful review...”

Tuesday,
December 15 at 3 p.m.

“...good to know what’s out
there...”

Thursday,
January 6 at 1:30 p.m.

“Very informative!”

All workshops will be held in the
Community Room at Edwards
Group offices.

“...learned new options.”
“Would definitely recommend to friends.”
Are you receiving our e-newsletter? Get Dave's thoughts every week
(or so) on life, family, and estate planning. Subscribe at
www.edwardsgroupllc.com or by email to lynn@edwardsgroupllc.com.

RSVP at (217) 726-9200,
lynn@edwardsgroupllc.com, or
online at
www.edwardsgroupllc.com.

Named
guardians
for your
kids?
www.11ThingsParentsShouldKnow.com
(217) 726-9200
4340 Acer Grove, Suite B
Springfield, Illinois 62711
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